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members; she has only got to be true to herself and she can act with
the Socialists, and they with her for a common object/1 I had the
greatest personal regard for Headlam, and I admired his un-
wavering courage, his broad-mindedness, and his complete loyalty
to the principles that governed his life. I never knew his sense of
tolerance to fail. He was an ardent supporter of the policy of
secular education; he advocated the unconditional repeal of the
antiquated blasphemy laws, and he was, without the least sacrifice
of his own view of their opinions, the trusted friend of Bradlaugh,
Mrs. Besant, and most of the leading secularists of his day. - It is
impossible to name all those belonging to the various churches who,
as the message of the Socialist movement reached them, began to
love and serve it. I knew many of them; they were capable and
loyal both as friends and colleagues, and they enriched our propa-
ganda with a training and experience which few of us possessed.
It has been my privilege to see the ecclesiastical mind change from
unconcealed horror of what they thought the word 'Socialism'
involved, to an understanding tolerance, if not approval, of Socialist
principles.
About the middle of the nineties my mind and future were much
influenced by an unexpected opportunity of systematic economic
study. In the year 1894 there died Mr. Henry Hutchinson of
Derby, who had long been a member of the Fabian Society. By
his will he left his residuary estate to five persons, among whom
were his daughter, Mr. Sidney Webb, and Mr. Edward Pease, on
a wide trust, the whole sum to be expended within ten years. His
daughter died shortly after her father, and bequeathed her own
little fortune to her co-trustees to be disposed of at their discretion
for educational purposes. I was not cognizant of the trustees'
deliberations, but I understand that they had, from first to last,
something like ten thousand pounds at their disposal. They seem
to have resolved that practically the whole amount should be
used for educational purposes, devoting approximately one-half to
popular lecturing of definitely propagandist character, and the
other to the establishment of a permanent centre of university
teaching, and original research in the social sciences. It was accord-
ingly decided that, under the title of the Hutchinson Trust, courses
of lectures on social and political subjects, such as 'Socialism/
* Trade Unionism/ 'Co-operation/ 'Poor Law,* 'Economic His-
tory/ should be given to suitable organizations in various parts of
x Quoted ibid. p. 194.

